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Community Profile
Chapter 1

Community Description
Readmond Township, located in Emmet County 
in the northwestern part of Michigan’s Lower 
Peninsula, was officially incorporated in 1877. The 
Township is defined by its natural beauty and scenic 
landscapes, including a five-mile stretch along 
the Lake Michigan shoreline. Situated about 13 
miles north of Harbor Springs and 27 miles south 
of Mackinaw City, Readmond Township is home 
to several historical sites and is traversed by the 
M-119 Scenic Heritage Route, commonly known as 
the Tunnel of Trees, a destination renowned for its 
picturesque views and cultural significance. 

Along the Tunnel of Trees Heritage Route is the 
historic Middle Village, once a large Indigenous 
Peoples settlement. This area was home to the 
Odawa, an indigenous North American people, 
who inhabited an expansive area from the 
Bruce Peninsula in Ontario, through the eastern 
portion of the Upper Peninsula, and along the 

east shoreline of northwest Michigan from the 
Straits down to Ludington. Their peoples are 
federally recognized as Native American tribes in 
the United States and have numerous recognized 
First Nations bands in Canada. They are one of 
the Anishinaabeg, related to but distinct from the 
Ojibwe and Potawatomi peoples.1

Also located in this area is the Good Hart Artist 
Residency, which is a unique residency for visiting 
artists to experience the wonders of northern 
Michigan and Lake Michigan. Accessed via the 
unpaved South Lamkin Road, designated as a 
Natural Beauty Road, Middle Village is home to 
several significant sites, including the historic 
St. Ignatius Catholic Church, a Native American 
cemetery, Middle Village Park, and the historic 
King House. The beach park is jointly managed by 
Readmond and Friendship Townships, along with 
the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians. 
The surrounding area features lakefront homes and 
privately owned historic log cabins.

Historic Middle Village.
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Population
Monitoring population trends (whether growth, 
stagnation, or decline) is essential for local 
governments to respond effectively to changing 
community needs. A growing population can 
unlock funding opportunities that support 
projects aimed at enhancing the quality of life 
and addressing increased demand for services. 
Growth also enables townships to invest in long-
term capital improvements, rather than diverting 
limited resources to short-term or emergency 
needs. According to the US Census, Readmond 
Township grew over 57% between 1980 and 
2020, but between 2010 and 2020, the Township 
experienced a slight decrease in population. This 
decline in population was consistent in many 
Northern Michigan communities.2

Age
Median age was reviewed and compared against 
the State of Michigan data for the years 2010, 
2015, and 2020.

This data notes that the Township is aging 
while the State median age is slightly getting 
older, but not at the same rate as the Township. 
Understanding the age distribution of township 
residents is essential for effective future planning. 
Public facility and infrastructure decisions should 

1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

Readmond Township 356
374
(5%)

493
(24%)

581
(15%)

560
(-4%)

Friendship Township 467
591

(21%)
844

(30%)
889
(5%)

796
(-12%)

Pleasantview Township 212
375

(43%)
943

(60%)
917

(-3%)
918
(0%)

Cross Village Township 215
201

(-7%)
294

(32%)
281

(-5%)
203

(-38%)

Center Township 435
517

(16%)
499

(-4%)
568

(12%)
545 

(-4%)

Emmet County 22,992
25,040
(8%)

31,437
(20%)

32,694
(4%)

33,175
(1%)

State of Michigan 9,259,000
9,295,290

(.4%)
9,938,444

(7%)
9,883,640

(-.5%)
10,077,331

(2%)
Source: 1980 – 2020 Decennial Census

Table 1: Population 1980 – 2020

Readmond 
Township

State of 
Michigan

2010 49.4 38.1

2015 53.0 39.5

2020 56.6 39.8
Source: 2010, 2015 & 2020 ACS 5 Year Estimates, DP05

Table 2: Median Age

Good Hart Artist Residency.
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align with the needs of an aging population by 
supporting built environments that enable residents 
to age in place. Readmond Township should 
explore ways to provide the necessary services and 
infrastructure to support its older residents. This 
includes improving pedestrian infrastructure and 
offering senior-focused transit options. Public spaces 
should be designed with accessibility in mind, and 
services such as local health care, social activities, 
and emergency preparedness plans should be 
tailored to the needs of older adults. These efforts 
help ensure that seniors can safely age in place while 
remaining active and engaged in community life.

Disability
In Readmond Township, 10.1% of the total civilian 
non-institutionalized population is living with a 
disability which can be related to hearing, vision, 
cognitive, ambulatory, self-care, or independent 
living.3 To accommodate the disabled population 
in a community, local officials should determine 
what type of modifications are required to both the 
built environment, such as auditory and physical 
cues at crosswalks, and land use patterns that pay 
particular attention to universal design standards, 
mobility, and ADA compliance. 

3%

2%

6%

5%

5%

6%

10%

16%

14%

10%

17%

6%

1%

3%

3%

3%
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Figure 1: Readmond Township Age Distribution, 2015 and 2020

Source: 2015 & 2020 ACS 5 Year Estimates, DP05

Disability Type Citizens in  
Readmond Township

Hearing Difficulty 25 (4.3%)

Vision Difficulty 18 (3.1%)

Cognitive Difficulty 19 (3.3%)

Ambulatory 
Difficulty

19 (3.3%)

Self-Care Difficulty 6 (1.1%)

Independent Living 
Difficulty

8 (1.6%)

Source: 2023 ACS 5 Year Estimates S1810

Table 3: Reported Disability, 2023
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Household Income
The median is often a better figure than the 
average (mean) when looking at population data 
because it provides a more accurate reflection of 
the typical value in a dataset and is less likely to 
be skewed by extremely high or low values. Based 
on 2023 ACS estimates, the median household 
income in Readmond Township was $67,083, not 
far behind the State of Michigan ($71,149) and 
Emmet County ($73,724).4 The median household 
income in Readmond Township showed an increase 
of 30.9% from 2018 when the median household 
income was $51,250.5

The figure “Median Household Income, 2018 & 
2023” shows the portion of households that fall 
into each income category and the changes over 
the 5-year period for both Readmond Township and 
Michigan. Approximately one-third of households 
observed incomes over $100,000 in 2023, with 
15% having incomes higher than $200,000.6 
Conversely, 18% of households observed incomes 
below $35,000, while the largest overall household 
income group for the Township was $35,000 to 

$50,000. Tracking income data is important for 
recreation planning because it is important to ensure 
that access to recreation amenities is available to all 
residents, regardless of income.

Key Takeaways
	» Readmond Township has a high median age 

(56.6), with a large population of elderly 
residents (over one-third are older than 60 
years). Communities with large populations of 
these residents must ensure that community 
facilities are accessible to residents of all 
physical abilities.

	» Approximately 10% of residents are living with 
some sort of disability. Like the population of 
older residents, facilities must be usable for 
those who have physical impairments.

	» Median household income rose more than 30% 
between 2018 and 2023 in the Township, with 
many households showing high annual incomes. 
While these figures are increasing overall, 
many households show more modest incomes. 
Recreation amenities must be available to all 
residents, regardless of income levels.

Figure 2: Median Household Income, 2018 & 2023

Source: 2018 & 2023 ACS 5 Year Estimates, DP03
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Sources

1	 “Odawa”. The Canadian Encyclopedia. Accessed September 4, 2019

2	 U.S. Decennial Census, P1, 1980-2020

3	 American Community Survey, United States Census Bureau, 2023 5 Year Estimates S1810.

4	 American Community Survey, 2018 & 2023, 5 Year Estimates, DP03.

5	 Ibid.

6	 Ibid.
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Administrative Structure
Chapter 2

Township Board of Trustees

Planning Commission Middle Village Committee

Middle Village Park Committee
Readmond Township is a member of the Middle 
Village Park Committee along with representatives 
from the Little Bay Band of Odawa Indians and 
Friendship Township. The committee meets 
as needed to review the park budget, discuss 
maintenance issues, and park improvements. 

Annual Budget and Funding
The Township’s overall budget is rather small 
compared to other municipalities in Emmet County.  
For the year ending March 31, 2024, the Township 
expended $3,561.00 on recreation/culture.1 This 
expenditure comprised 1.3% of total Township 
expenditures. 

Middle Village Park
The Park was created by a joint agreement between 
Friendship Township and Readmond Township to 
acquire certain real property located in Readmond 
Township for the purpose of creating lakeshore 
recreational facilities. Each township provided a 
total of $119,370 for land acquisition that was 
matched with two grants totaling $753,800. The 
State of Michigan has retained a 75% interest in all 
minerals in and under such land. The property was 
deeded to Readmond Township with an off-deed 
agreement transferring a 50% ownership interest 
in the real estate to Friendship Township. Currently, 

a four-member committee manages the park.  
The committee consists of two representatives of 
Readmond Township, and a representative each 
of Friendship Township and the Little Traverse Bay 
Band of Odawa Indians. The committee is required 
to adopt an annual operating budget approved by 
Readmond Township, Friendship Township, and 
the Tribal Council of the Little Traverse Bay Band of 
Odawa Indians. Under the operating agreement, 
funding is to be provided by the townships and 
the Indian band. Friendship Township performs 
administrative functions for the Park and is the 
custodian of its assets; thus, the Middle Village Park 
is included in the audited financial statements of 
Friendship Township and not as part of Readmond 
Township’s financial statements. A summary of 
Friendship Township’s audited financial information 
for Middle Village Park is presented.2

The most current unaudited financial information 
as of and for the year ended June 30, 2024, is as 
follows: 

Total assets    			   $ 2,872.00 

Total fund equity    		  $ 2,872.00 

Total revenue    		  $ 4,206.00 

Total expenditures      		  $ 4,791.00 

Net increase in fund equity  	 $   (585.00) 

Figure 3: Administrative Structure

Park Maintenance
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Table 4: MDNR Grant History

Grant Number Description Grant Amount Grant Type Public Act

93-049 Middle Village Church Beach $686,300 Acquisition PA 304 of 1994

96-051 Middle Village Church Beach $67,500 Acquisition PA 480 of 1996

Sources

1	 Readmond Township, Year-End Financial Audit, Year Ending 2024, page 12

2	 Ibid, page 18

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Plaque. Middle Village Park Signage.



Recreation Inventory  |  15

Recreation Inventory
Chapter 3

Having a detailed understanding of the recreation 
assets used by a community is a key component of 
recreation planning. To understand the condition 
and status of recreational facilities in Readmond 
Township, an inventory of existing facilities was 
conducted in the summer of 2025. This inventory 
is intended to provide a comprehensive description 
of the current parks and recreational offerings 
that are available to recreational users across 
the Township. While other groups also manage 
recreational facilities within the jurisdiction, such as 
the Little Traverse Conservancy and forests under 
the jurisdiction of the State, only facilities operated 
by the Township are evaluated in this section.

Beyond detailing the type, quantity, and quality of 
amenities at each park and recreational facility, this 
assessment documents the condition of amenities 
and park accessibility, per State of Michigan 
requirements. The condition of each park’s 
amenities was assessed as “poor,” “fair,” “good,” 
or “excellent,” and accessibility was evaluated on a 
scale of 1 to 5:

	» 1: None of the facilities meet accessibility 
guidelines 

	» 2: Some of the facilities meet accessibility 
guidelines 

	» 3: Most of the facilities meet accessibility 
guidelines 

	» 4: The entire park meets accessibility guidelines 

	» 5: The entire park was developed/renovated 
using the Principles of Universal Design 

Principles of Universal Design
Universal design is a concept of the implementation 
of design standards in buildings and environments 
that makes them accessible and inclusive for 
individuals of all ages, sizes, abilities, and 
disabilities. Its aim is to develop spaces that are 

convenient and functional for everyone, enabling 
full participation in a community. Examples of 
universal design in a community include large 
print signage, ramps instead of stairs, curb cuts 
for wheelchair access, as well as strollers. Universal 
design has seven principles encompassing design 
for all:1 

	» Principle 1: Equitable Use - The design is 
useful and marketable to people with diverse 
abilities.

	» Principle 2: Flexibility in Use - The design 
accommodates a wide range of individual 
preferences and abilities. 

	» Principle 3: Simple and Intuitive Use - Use 
of the design is easy to understand, regardless 
of the user’s experience, knowledge, language 
skills, or current concentration level. 

	» Principle 4: Perceptible Information - The 
design communicates necessary information 
effectively to the user, regardless of ambient 
conditions or the user’s sensory abilities.

	» Principle 5: Tolerance for Error - The 
design minimizes hazards and the adverse 
consequences of accidental or unintended 
actions.

	» Principle 6: Low Physical Effort - The design 
can be used efficiently, comfortably, and with a 
minimum of fatigue.

	» Principle 7: Size and Space for Approach 
and Use - Appropriate size and space is 
allotted for approach, reach and manipulation 
regardless of physical characteristics such as size 
or mobility.

Readmond Township Facilities
The following section details the facilities that 
Readmond Township owns, maintains, and 
operates.
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Map 2: Public Park, Conservancy, & Tribal Properties

Readmond Township, Emmet County

Public Park, Conservancy, & Tribal Properties
Data Sources: State of Michigan GIS Open Data, Emmet County GIS, Emmet County Office of Equalization, Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa
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The Readmond Township Fire Department, which 
is located next to Township Hall, has one of Emmet 
County’s 12 recycling drop-off sites. The Township 
Hall is used for government offices, serves as an 
election precinct, and provides a meeting room 
used by the Township Board and other Township 
commissions and committees. Readmond Township 
does not offer curb-side recycling services; 
therefore, this property is popular for its location 
as one of Emmet County’s recycling drop-offs. 
Behind the Township offices is more than 20 acres 
of undeveloped wooded area that is accessible to 
the public.

Recommendations

Township Hall is located on Wormwood Lane 
just off of State Road. The wooded area behind 
Township Hall is publicly owned but not used 
by the public. In the future, the Township may 
consider evaluating the property for potential 
hiking trails.

Additionally, it is recommended that a youth 
playground, with shelter and picnic tables be 
developed just west of Township Hall with access 
from the Township Hall parking lot.

Location Size (acres) Accessibility 
Score Classification Amenities

6034 Wormwood 
Lane

27 acres 5
Undeveloped 

Community Park

ADA Accessible Township offices, 
recycling drop off, parking lot, 

forested areas

Readmond Township Hall & Fire Department

Readmond Township Hall and Fire Department. 
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Middle Village Park Beach is located along Lake 
Michigan in the southwestern corner of Readmond 
Township. The site includes the historic St. Ignatius 
Catholic Church and the adjacent Odawa Indian 
Cemetery, with beach access available via a 
pathway behind the church. In 1998, Readmond 
and Friendship Townships jointly acquired the 
lakefront property for public use, made possible 
through funding from the Michigan Natural 
Resources Trust Fund. Additional parcels across 
South Lamkin Drive were also purchased to provide 
visitor parking, improving access to the beach, 

church, and cemetery. The landscaped parking area 
can accommodate up to 34 vehicles. Middle Village 
Park is open to the public for use year-round and is 
a designated access point along the Michigan Great 
Lakes Water Trails. 

Recommendations

Recommended improvements include replacement 
of wood decking and stairs, and within the parking 
area, installation of a vault toilet, and historic 
interpretive signs which narrate the existence of 
Middle Village and Lamkin Drive.

Middle Village Park

Location Size (acres) Accessibility 
Score Classification Amenities

101 N Lamkin 
Road

4.40 3 Community Park
Access to Lake Michigan, beach, St. 

Ignatius Catholic Church, Odawa 
Indian Cemetery,

Path in Middle Village Park. View from Middle Village Park.
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The 41.4-acre park features an internal trail 
system which extends from M-119 to the beach 
of Lake Michigan. It is primarily used for passive 
recreation such as walking, nature observation, and 
relaxation. The property provides beach access to 
Lake Michigan. Ongoing plans for the park include 
expanding the trail network to connect with 
nearby lands that are publicly accessible, including 
those managed by the Little Traverse Conservancy, 
Readmond Township, and the State of Michigan. 
Readmond Township Park is open and accessible 
for year-round use.

Recommendations

Recommended improvements focus on the beach 
access and property along M-119. Improvements 
at the beach area would include a vault toilet 
and new playground equipment. Park property 
along M-119 would include maintenance of the 
small, 4-car parking lot, which provides access to 
the internal trail network, new wayfinding signs, 
and replacement and installation of stairway(s) to 
navigate bluffs and steeper slopes within the park.

Location Size (acres) Accessibility 
Score Classification Amenities

N Lamkin Drive 41.4 3 Community Park
Grill, picnic area, small playground, 

and internal network of nature 
trails. 

Readmond Township Park

Walking Trail in Readmond Township Park. Picnic table area in Readmond Township Park. 
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Recreation Facilities not Maintained 
by Readmond Township
The following list is of the public, quasi-
public, and private facilities in the area around 
Readmond Township. These facilities are important 
destinations to Township residents for a variety of 
activities and attract visitors to the region as well, 
boosting the local economy.

Facilities in Readmond Township but not 
Maintained by the Township

The M-119 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage 
Highway Route

The M-119 Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Route 
runs 27 miles along the Lake Michigan coast 
between Harbor Springs and Cross Village. This 
span is designated as a Pure Michigan Byway 
(formerly known as a Heritage Route) because of its 
natural beauty and the community’s commitment 
to its integrity.2 The M-119 Tunnel of Trees 
Scenic Heritage Route Committee is comprised 
of representatives from West Traverse Township, 
Friendship Township, Readmond Township, 
Cross Village Township, and the Emmet County 
Lakeshore Association. The goals of the Committee 
include promoting the protection and preservation 
of the “Tunnel of Trees” corridor, assessing 
community plans to ensure alignment with the 
corridor management plan, and promoting 
enhancement projects that showcase the history of 
the corridor.

Facilities Managed by the Little Traverse 
Conservancy

The Little Traverse Conservancy (LTC) is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit land trust dedicated to preserving 
the natural beauty and ecological diversity of 
northern Michigan. Since its founding in 1972, 
the Conservancy has protected land through 
permanent conservation easements, the 
establishment of nature preserves and working 
forest reserves, and partnerships with local 
governments. Its service area includes Emmet, 
Chippewa, Mackinac, Cheboygan, and Charlevoix 
counties, where it has secured permanent 
protection for more than 330 private properties 
and opened nearly 400 nature preserves and 38 
working forest reserves to the public, offering over 
120 miles of trails. By safeguarding these lands, 
the Conservancy helps maintain the region’s scenic 

character, support its resource-based economy, 
and foster public appreciation and understanding 
of the environment. The LTC manages more than 
100 properties within Emmet County alone, the 
following is a list of properties managed by the LTC 
in Readmond Township:

	» Clark Family

	» Church Beach

	» Katherine G. Phelan and Orth Family Nature 
Preserve

	» Goodhart Farms Nature Preserve

	» Sheets/Burr

	» Mackinaw State Forest

	» Thomas C. Bailey Working Forest Reserve

	» Emmet 3 Working Forest Reserve

	» Emmet 4 Working Forest Reserve

	» Elmer Johnston Nature Preserve

	» Woody’s Woods Working Forest Reserve

	» Koza Family Working Forest Reserve

	» Wortley Family Nature Preserve

	» Duncan C. Dobson, Jr. Nature Preserve

	» Rosen Family Nature Preserve

	» Scott Family Nature Preserve

	» North Country Trail

Recreation Facilities in Adjacent 
Communities
Throughout the surrounding communities, there 
are many recreational facilities. Due to the natural 
beauty in and around Emmet County, as well as 
the proximity of these locations to Readmond 
Township, it is likely that many of these locations 
are accessed by Township residents.

Harbor Springs

	» Zorn Park

	» City Beach

	» Ford Park

	» Harbor Springs Public Marina

	» Deer Park

	» Ottawa Stadium

	» Harbor Springs Tourist Park

	» Harbor Springs Municipal Park
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	» Kiwanis Park

	» Blackbird Museum

	» Harbor Springs Public Schools Recreation 
Facilities

West Traverse Township

	» Thorn Swift Nature Preserve

Pleasantview Township

	» Boyne Highlands

	» Nubs Nob

Cross Village Township

	» Cross Village Boat Launch

Little Traverse Township

	» Petoskey Ice

Bliss Township

	» Sturgeon Bay Park

North Central Michigan College

	» Student and Community Resource Center 

Regional Recreation Facilities

Mackinaw State Forest

A portion of the Mackinaw State Forest, 
managed by the State of Michigan, lies within 
Readmond Township, covering about 5,243 
acres (roughly 26% of the Township’s land area) 
primarily in its southern half. These forestlands 
are managed for timber production but remain 
open to the public for recreational activities, such 
as mountain biking, hiking, berry picking, cross-
country skiing, snowmobiling, and hunting. In 
the winter, a private snowmobile club grooms 
trails within the state forest, which forms part 
of a larger connecting snowmobile loop system. 
In addition, approximately 390 acres in the 
Township hold commercial forest status and are 
owned by various private individuals and groups. 
While privately held, these lands are accessible to 
the public for limited recreational uses, including 
hunting and hiking.

North Country Trail

A segment of the 4,600-mile North Country 
Trail, which stretches from New York to North 
Dakota, passes through Readmond Township. In 
Michigan, the trail extends from the Ohio border 
to the western edge of the Upper Peninsula 
at Wisconsin. Within Readmond Township, it 
generally runs north–south along the eastern 
edge, entering at Section 36 near Palmer Road 
and continuing north to Section 11 along 
Rugged Road. The trail is open to the public for 
pedestrian, non-motorized use.

Wilderness State Park

Wilderness State Park is a 12,800-acre public 
recreation area along Lake Michigan, located 
five miles southwest of Mackinaw City in Emmet 
County. The park features 26 miles of shoreline, 
forested dune and swale complexes, wetlands, 
campgrounds, cabins, and over 30 miles of trails 
for hiking, mountain biking, cross-country skiing, 
and snowmobiling. A 10-mile segment of the 
North Country Trail passes through the park. In 
2006, 4,492 acres were officially dedicated as 
a wilderness area, and in 2012, the park was 
designated a Michigan Dark Sky Preserve. Visitors 
can enjoy swimming, picnicking, fishing, and 
boating, making the park a year-round destination 
for outdoor recreation.3 

Petoskey State Park

Petoskey State Park is a 303-acre public recreation 
area on Lake Michigan’s Little Traverse Bay, located 
three miles northeast of Petoskey in Bear Creek 
Township. The park features a mile of sandy 
shoreline, two campgrounds, and hiking trails, 
including the Old Baldy Trail with panoramic dune 
views and the Portage Trail through wooded 
dunes. It is a popular destination for swimming, 
camping, and searching for Petoskey stones. The 
park connects to regional trails, including the Little 
Traverse Wheelway and the North Western State 
Trail. Pets are permitted in most areas but are 
prohibited along the lakeshore to protect piping 
plover habitat. The park is within the ancestral 
homelands of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of 
Odawa Indians, historically known as Kegomic.4 
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Sources

1	 UC Berkeley, Disability Access & Compliance, Universal Design Principles, 7-29-2025, dac.berkeley.edu/services/
campus-building-accessibility/universal-design-principles

2	 Networks Northwest, M-119 Tunnel of Trees Historic Heritage Route, 8-3-2025, nwm.org.

3	 Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Wilderness State Park, 8-5-2025, https://www.michigan.gov/
recsearch/parks/Wilderness

4	 Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Petoskey State Park, 8-5-2025, https://www.michigan.gov/recsearch/
parks/petoskey

5	 Dark Sky, International Dark Sky Places, 8-5-2025, https://darksky.org/what-we-do/international-dark-sky-places/

Headlands International Dark Sky Park

Headlands International Dark Sky Park, locally known 
as The Headlands, is located north of Readmond 
Township near Mackinaw City. An International 
Dark Sky Park is a location, either publicly or 
privately owned, recognized for its exceptional 
quality of starry nights and nocturnal environment. 
These parks are protected for their scientific, 
natural, educational, or cultural value, and for 
public enjoyment, with a focus on minimizing light 
pollution.5 While the park is open 24 hours a day, all 
year, it is not intended as a place for camping.

Headlands Internation Dark Sky Park 
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Natural Features
Chapter 4

Readmond Township covers 31 square miles and 
is generally rectangular in shape. Its landscape 
features a rich mix of hardwood and conifer 
forests, rolling hills, wetlands, intermittent streams 
and springs, farmland, and steep Lake Michigan 
shoreline bluffs. These natural resources are central 
to the Township’s identity and appeal. While their 
beauty attracts residents and visitors, development 
can threaten the very qualities that define the 
area. Historically, forests were harvested for timber, 
farmland was cleared, and Lake Michigan served 
as the primary transportation route. Today, the 
area’s scenic and ecological richness supports a 
range of recreational opportunities but also draws 
interest for residential development, often in 
environmentally sensitive locations. Without careful 
planning, unmanaged growth could compromise 
key natural assets, including the Township’s rural 
character, farmland, woodlands, water features, 
and scenic views. As more people are drawn 
to the area, it is essential to strike a balance 
between conservation and development to protect 
Readmond Township’s environmental integrity for 
the future.

Beyond the importance of just protecting all 
of these features, they are also central to the 
foundation for a wide range of outdoor recreation 
opportunities. These landscapes support hiking, 
birdwatching, kayaking, fishing, and scenic driving, 
making them vital to the community’s quality of 
life and appeal to visitors. The area’s natural beauty 
enhances the experience of recreational activities 
and contributes to the local economy through 
tourism. However, as development pressures 
increase, protecting these natural assets becomes 

essential to sustaining the Township’s recreational 
offerings. Ensuring that growth is balanced with 
conservation will help preserve the environments 
that make outdoor recreation possible and 
enjoyable for future generations.

Forests
Forests in Readmond Township contribute 
significantly to the community’s environmental 
health, character, and recreational opportunities. 
They support sustainable timber production, 
help control soil erosion and flooding, recharge 
groundwater, and improve surface water quality. 
Forests also serve as vital habitat for wildlife, 
provide aesthetic and cultural value, buffer noise, 
moderate climate, reduce air pollution, and offer 
year-round opportunities for outdoor recreation 
such as hiking, hunting, and birdwatching.

Surface Water Resources
Lake Michigan, forming Readmond Township’s 
western boundary, is the Township’s most 
prominent surface water feature, offering over 
five miles of shoreline. Although access is limited 
in some areas due to steep bluffs, the shoreline is 
highly valued for its scenic beauty, expansive views, 
recreational potential, and desirable home sites. 
While the Township does not have inland lakes or 
major rivers, it contains many intermittent streams 
and seeps that contribute to local hydrology 
and support ecological diversity. These water 
features, combined with the shoreline, are integral 
to recreation and environmental health in the 
community.



24  |  Readmond Township Parks & Recreation Plan

Readmon d  Town sh i p ,  E mm et C ou n ty

Topography
D ata  Sou rces :  S ta te  of M i ch i g an  G eog rap h i c  D a ta  L i b ra ry,  E mm et C ou n ty G I S ,  E sr i  B a sem ap

0 10 . 5
M i l es

R i vers  / S tream s
Lakes  / P on d s

S ta te  Road s
Al l  R oad s

Rob i n son  R d

N
 State Rd

N
 State Rd

Wormwood  Ln

B eckon  R d

G
regory Rd

AÇ

L a k e
M i c h i g a n

Cross  Vi l l a ge
Town sh i p

F r i en d sh i p  Town sh i p

5 7 7 ' 1 , 2 2 7 '

Map 3: Topography



Natural Features  |  25

Geologic and Topographic Setting
Topography refers to the elevations, relief features, 
and surface conditions of a geographic area. 
For the purposes of this chapter, steep slopes 
refer to the Lake Michigan bluff. Subsurface 
“hydrogeology” is defined as the science of how 
water is distributed throughout the soil and rocks 
under the Earth’s surface. The dynamics of these 
natural forces working together form a particularly 
unique and sensitive natural system along the Lake 
Michigan shoreline within Readmond Township.

As noted above, Lake Michigan forms the five-mile 
western boundary of Readmond Township. Perhaps 
nowhere else in Emmet County is the shoreline as 
dramatic as it is in Readmond Township (as well 
as contiguous portions of Friendship and Cross 
Village Townships). The bluffs exist up to 160 feet 
above Lake Michigan’s ordinary high-water mark of 
approximately 580 feet above mean sea level, and 
in some instances the bluffs are located within just 
a few feet of the Lake. These bluffs make access 
to the shoreline difficult at best in most locations 
within Readmond Township. There is very little sand 
dune formation within Readmond Township, unlike 
other areas of Emmet County.

The top of the bluff along Lakeshore Drive (M-119) 
provides panoramic views of Lake Michigan and the 
Beaver Island archipelago. Until recently the view to 
the Lake was mostly unimpeded by built structures, 
as most of the homes in this five-mile stretch of 
scenic highway were located on the landward 
side of M-119 and opposite the lakeshore. It 
can be accurately said that this shoreline bluff 
is one of Readmond Township’s most sensitive 
environmental features, due to the steep slope, the 
sub-surface hydrogeology (underground movement 
of groundwater), the soil composition, and the 
potential for erosion. Extreme care must be taken 
when disturbance of any kind occurs in this area 
because of these natural features.

The subsurface of a considerable portion of the bluff 
face in Readmond/Friendship Townships is composed 
of thick glacial deposits consisting of pinkish-brown 
“glacial till.” Till consists of unsorted clay, silts, and 
sands deposited directly by glacial ice. Embedded 
within this till are thick alternating layers of clay, 
sand and gravel. Sand and gravel sequences contain 
significant amounts of groundwater, resulting in 
the gradual removal of the bluff surface by seeping 
groundwater along bluff faces.1 

These bluffs were formed by the work of ice 
and water during the last glacial age – i.e., the 
Wisconsinan approximately 14,000 years ago. 
During glacial advances, “glacial till” or the 
unsorted assemblage of clay, silts, gravels, and 
boulders, was laid down beneath and along ice 
fronts. Clays settled out in relatively still melt/
backwaters, and thick sands were sorted by 
prevailing strong winds off ice margins in near 
shore environments and glacial outwash plains. 
Consequently, Readmond, Friendship and Cross 
Village Townships’ bluffs formed as alternating 
sequences of till and “lacustrine” or lake clays, 
sands, and gravels. During the waning of this 
glacial period, ice up to two miles in thickness 
periodically blocked Lake Michigan’s discharge 
through the Straits of Mackinac while contributing 
huge amounts of melt water into the Lake, forcing 
the cutting of new discharge outlets through 
Chicago and North Bay, Ontario. Importantly, with 
advancing and receding glaciers during this period, 
Lake Michigan’s level varied dramatically (up to 60 
feet higher and 15 feet lower than today’s average 
Lake Michigan level) over geologically short time 
periods. At higher lake levels, the bluffs were 
periodically wave-cut, resulting in the undermining 
of the bluff face and formation of extremely steep-
and eventually forested-slope faces. Table 5-1 
summarizes ancient levels of Lake Michigan during 
the Wisconsin glacial age.

Another important consideration of this sensitive 
shoreline feature is groundwater (or the sub- 
surface hydrology). As a result of the highly porous 
and highly permeable surface soils in the area, most 
portions of Readmond (and Friendship) Township 
are devoid of any permanent surface water features 
such as lakes or rivers. The primary transport route 
for rainwater and snowmelt is downward by means 
of infiltration through the soil into the water table 
or groundwater. There are numerous intermittent 
streams within Readmond Township that are 
known to sustain flow under certain conditions 
or at certain times of the year. In some locations, 
perennial streams exist that then disappear below 
the land’s surface, illustrating the connection 
between surface and groundwater as a single 
resource in the area.

This is especially true when spring snowmelt and 
high precipitation events increase groundwater 
discharge along the lake bluff, adding weight and/
or lubrication between clay, till, and sandy strata 
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(called inter-grain contacts). These factors combine 
to contribute to slope instability and occasionally 
result in bluff failure or slumps. The map titled, 
“Environmentally Sensitive Areas,” illustrates 
several areas relating to Readmond Township 
topography, soils, Lake Michigan shoreline, and 
wetlands that should be considered during property 
development. Blue lines on this map represent both 
intermittent and perennial streams, many of which 
sink into the ground and “disappear.” As featured 
on the map, there are several such “disappearing 
streams” near M-119, which ultimately discharge 
along the bluff face or at the beach. The behavior 
of these streams summarizes the general hydrology 
of the area: i.e., that there is a tremendous volume 
of water moving through the subsurface of the 
area that is invisible to the eye, and which water 
discharges along the bluff face in the form of 
seeps, seep faces, and springs. These porous lenses 
backed by substantial hydraulic pressure create 
inherently unstable conditions, even without 
human intervention. This is due in large part to the 
geologic composition of the bluff face.

Threats to Steep Slopes

The following combination of factors creates the 
potential for bluff erosion and sedimentation into 
Lake Michigan including slumps and mass wastage 
along bluff faces; an inability of soils to provide 
substantial infiltration; and increased storm water 
runoff and flooding. Also, the removal of forest 
cover, shrubs, and or groundcover can greatly 
accelerate the potential for erosion. Additionally, 
erosion and sedimentation can degrade the quality 
of the surface water, if not controlled or stopped.

To better understand the threats to steep slopes 
and to guide future slope development, the Emmet 
County Planning Commission worked during 
2003 with an Ad Hoc Bluffs Planning Committee 
to research the geology, hydrology, and geologic 
history of bluffs along Lake Michigan, and to make 
recommendations for the prevention of future 
slumps.

Emmet County passed a shorelines area bluff 
overlay ordinance in 2003, in part, prohibiting 
grading and construction of the “Algonquin Bluff’ 
without engineering plans and a Zoning Board of 
Appeals determination that no prudent alternative 
exists. The remodeling and reconstruction of 
existing homes is allowed within the same building 
footprint within the bluff zone. The ordinance also 

requires that a site plan, environmental impact 
statement and engineer’s certification accompany 
any proposed construction or grading plan within 
this zone. The bluff overlay zone includes areas 
within 15 feet of the top and toe of the regulated 
bluff. The bluff top is defined as that area in which 
the slope increases to 33% or more, and the toe of 
the bluff is defined as that area within which the 
bluff slope decreases to less than 33%. Stairways, 
remodeling, existing driveways, and utilities are 
exempt from the ordinance. The regulated bluff 
runs throughout the shoreline of Readmond 
Township. Readmond Township is committed to 
working with landowners and other governmental 
entities to protect sensitive bluffs and water 
resources through property use and development.  
High water levels occurring in 2013-2019 impacted 
several developed properties located within the 
bluff overlay zone resulting in erosion of the slope, 
structure settlement, and loss of shoreline.

The construction of new homes and structures in 
bluff areas may pose threats to other resources 
as well. Public infrastructure can be adversely 
impacted when roadways cave and greenbelts 
within the road right of ways are degraded. 
Additional demands may be placed on emergency 
services such as police, fire, and ambulances 
that may require specialized equipment to reach 
residents in need of services. Emergency services 
personnel may be called upon to risk their lives to 
assist those in need of help in homes on bluff faces. 
The potential impact and additional demand on 
public infrastructure and personnel should also be 
considered.

Other Topographic Township Features

Readmond Township also has noteworthy 
topographic features present in the non- lakeshore 
areas. For example, anyone riding down West 
Robinson Road has experienced the exhilaration 
of the rolling landscape in Readmond Township. 
These hillsides contribute to the striking rolling 
rural character, gorgeous scenic views, and 
endless recreational opportunities. They are also 
environmentally sensitive features which can be 
damaged by development, unless good planning 
principles are undertaken and adhered to. The 
Township’s highest hills, such as Island View 
Hill, rise to nearly 1,100 feet above sea level, an 
increase of 520 feet above Lake Michigan’s average 
level. The topography of the remainder of the 
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Township rolls from hill to valley to hill. In addition, 
a series of old shoreline terraces run parallel to the 
shoreline. Teardrop shaped, glacially sculpted hills, 
called “drumlins,” exist throughout Readmond 
Township.

Airsheds

Due to the complex topography within the 
Township, air movement can be hindered by 
its geographic features. Air sheds are a specific 
volume of air comprising a geographic area that 
due to topography, climate and/or weather is 
often affected by the same air mass. Air sheds 
share issues of development related to terrain, 
meteorology, and emissions. Unlike watersheds, 
air sheds are dynamic in geographic extent and 
volume; The volume of air that constitutes an 
airshed for any given period depends on weather 
and emissions. Air shed dimensions and boundaries 
may be highly variable geographically because air 
can move uphill or up slope in the terrain and spill 
into a nearby topographic basin.  Understanding 
how an airshed works can influence farming, 
especially cherry and apple orchards, and vineyards.  
Cold air tends to settle in lower elevations and if 
the avenues to move the colder air are impeded 
then the likelihood of frost damage increases.  

Endangered Species
According to the Michigan Department of Rural 
Development there are ten (10) endangered species 
identified for Emmet County.2 These are listed in the 
table titled, “Endangered Species in Emmet County.”

Fish and Wildlife
Fish and wildlife are abundant in Readmond 
Township. It is common to see whitetail deer, wild 
turkeys, coyote, fox, grouse, raccoons, striped 
skunk, beaver, bobcat, partridge, woodcock, red 
fox, snowshoe hare, squirrels, opossum, eastern 
cottontail, porcupines, mink, black bear, and 
weasels in the Township. Residents also express 
interest in viewing and preserving habitat for 
elusive species such as badger, pine marten, gray 
fox, lynx, as well as species historically extirpated 
from Readmond Township including gray wolf, 
fishers, and cougars.

Fishing on Lake Michigan is an important recreational 
activity enjoyed by residents, visitors, North American 
Indians, as well as commercial fishermen. However, 
Readmond Township lacks a marina or put-in point 
for large boats. Nearby Cross Village and Harbor 
Springs do possess these facilities.

Scientific Name Common Name Type Last Observed

Rallus elegans King rail Bird 1949

Bombus affinis Rusty-patched bumble bee Insect 1964

Galearis rotundifolia Small round-leaved orchis Plant 1981

Lanius ludovicianus migrans Migrant loggerhead shrike Bird 1981

Coregonus zenithicus Shortjaw cisco Fish 1998

Sagittunio nasutus Eastern pondmussel Mussel 2018

Brychius hungerfordi Hungerford’s crawling water beetle Insect 2019

Charadrius melodus Piping plover Bird 2019

Mimulus michiganensis Michigan monkey flower Plant 2022

Vertigo nylanderi Deep-throat vertigo Snail Historical

Source: Michigan Department of Rural Development

Table 5: Endangered Species in Emmet County
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The viewing of wildlife is an important component 
of the quality of life in Readmond Township. There 
are several state and federally protected species 
that are commonly found along the Lake Michigan 
shoreline including piping plover, pitcher’s thistle, 
dwarf lake iris, bald eagle, and osprey. 

Wetlands
Readmond Township is home to other water 
resources, such as wetlands. Michigan’s Part 
303: Wetland Protection Act, P.A. 451 of 1994, 
as amended, [MCL 324.30301 et seq.] defines 
wetlands as “land characterized by the presence 
of water at a frequency and duration sufficient 
to support, and under normal conditions does 
support, wetland vegetation or aquatic life and 
is commonly referred to as a bog, swamp, or a 
marsh.”

A few large wetland areas are in Readmond 
Township, most of which possessed intermittent 
streams running through them. The Township’s 
largest wetland complex exists within the 
northwest portion of Readmond Township within 
Section 16 and drains to the north, parallel to State 
Road and ending west of Beckons Corners. Other 
wetland complexes exist near Good Hart, and along 
M-119 Highway, north of Island View Road. A very 
large, regionally significant wetland complex exists 
east of Readmond Township, draining to the north 
from Pleasant View Township, through Center 

Township and to South Bliss Township within the 
Larks/Wycamp Lakes drainage system. Wetlands 
are unique, sensitive resources that provide wildlife 
habitat, protection of drinking water aquifers, 
filtration of pollutants from surface water runoff, 
recreational value, and help in the prevention of 
flooding. Wetlands are biologically diverse and are 
wonderful places to observe plants and animals 
in their natural habitat. See Readmond Township 
Wetlands Map below for wetland locations, 
intermittent streams, and watershed boundaries 
located in Readmond Township.

Scenic Viewsheds
A “viewshed” is often used to describe views 
encompassing multiple directions and varied 
distances. A 2008 resource inventory within 
Readmond Township as part of the M-119 Heritage 
Highway Management Plan identified three scenic 
viewsheds from public thoroughfares, including an 
excellent view of Lake Michigan to the west from 
M-119 Highway above St. Ignatius Church; woods 
views along M-119 Highway corridor within 1,300 
feet of frontage through the Edwin F. Hulbert 
Preserve near the Readmond Township Beach; 
and the quaint and historic Good Hart Village as a 
destination along the M-119 Heritage Route.

The Township provides viewsheds to the west, 
southwest, southeast, and northeast along Beckon 
Road, between North State and Rugged Roads; to 

Tunnel of Trees.
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the southwest and southeast at the intersection 
of Beckon and Rugged Roads; to the northeast at 
the east end of Island View Road; to the southeast 
and southwest along Island View Road, at the 
intersection and just west of North State Road; to 
the west just south of the intersection of Island View 
and North State Road; to the south-southeast and 
south-southwest within the center of Section 14 
along Rugged Road; to the south at the intersection 
of Rugged and Van Roads; to the north along Van 
Road within the northeast corner of Section 23; to 
the west along Rugged Road within the center of 
the eastern Section 25; to the east along Robinson 
Road at the boundary between the eastern Section 
25 and 26; to the southeast from Robinson Road 
descending a large hill within Section 27; generally 
to the south from Robinson Road within Section 
35; to the south-southwest from the intersection 
of N State and Johnson Hill Roads along the 
boundary between Sections 22 and 23; to the 
south-southwest along Wilderness Road along 
the boundary between Sections 28 and 29; to the 
south along Vorce Road within Section 17; to the 
west over Lake Michigan from Middle Village Road 
approximately ½ mile east of M-119 Highway; and 
to the west overlooking Lake Michigan from Church 
Road within the western Section 25.

Although specific economic value is difficult to 
ascribe to viewsheds within Readmond Township, 

it is acknowledged that real estate values are 
dramatically increased if they possess aesthetically 
pleasing views, and that many tourists traveling to 
and through Readmond Township each year enjoy 
viewing its rural character, natural setting, forests 
and seasonal color, historic and cultural resources, 
and panoramic vistas.

Summary of Findings
Readmond Township is endowed with rich natural 
and scenic resources. As the Township’s population 
increases and there are growing demands for 
access to the Township’s stock of raw materials and 
its unique natural resource areas, it will be more 
important to find balance between development 
pressure and resource protection. The results of a 
recent community survey indicated residents want 
to maintain the Township’s rural character, preserve 
natural resources yet allow for managed growth and 
access to the quality of life those valued resources 
offer. This chapter analyzed the characteristics 
and threats to the environmental quality and 
different natural resources that make up Readmond 
Township. Township residents are aware that, lacking 
voluntary protection, environmentally sensitive areas 
and quality are vulnerable to significant alteration 
or destruction. Furthermore, absent well-crafted, 
enforced, and applied regulation, natural and scenic 
resources are also at risk.

Sources

1	 Schaetzl, Randall, Ph.D., Final Report: Geomorphological Aspects of Bluff Stability along a part of the Lake 
Michigan Coast in Emmet County, Department of Geography, Michigan State University, August 2, 2002

2	 County Element Data, Michigan State University Extension, Michigan Department of Rural Development, https://
mnfi.anr.msu.edu/resources/county-element-data

Forested Ridge Line along M-119 near Robinson Road.
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Woody’s Woods Working Forest Reserve, Little Traverse Conservancy.
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Planning Process
Chapter 5

Approach
As part of the planning process, the Readmond 
Township Planning Commission, who is guiding the 
preparation of the recreation plan, decided to use 
survey from the 2024 winter tax bill community 
survey, supplemented with a community open 
house to gather public input.

In addition to these methods, plan preparation is 
also using a technique known as “geofencing” 
to obtain visitor and destination data within a 
defined geographic location to estimate visitor trips 
and their respective destinations. Geofencing is a 
technology that creates a virtual boundary around a 
real-world geographic area using GPS, RFID, Wi-Fi, 
or cellular data. When a device (like a smartphone) 
enters or exits this boundary, it can trigger a 
predefined action—such as sending a notification, 
tracking movement, or enabling/disabling certain 
features.

Community Open House (09-22-2025)
As noted in the Community Profile, Readmond 
Township has a population of 560 year-round 
residents, not including seasonal residents.  In 
2023-24, the Township prepared a Community 
Master Plan and utilized an internet-based survey 
to garner resident input. The survey was introduced 
through the 2023-24 winter tax bill in an effort to 
solicit feedback from both year-round and seasonal 
property owners.  

When asked which topics should be prioritized in 
the master plan, rural character, views of farms 
and forests, and public parks and beaches rated 
the highest. Other notable findings were concerns 
about traffic safety and access management along 
M-119 (“the Tunnel of Trees”).

As a prelude to the parks and recreation master 
plan, the Township sponsored an Open House on 
September 22, 2025, at Township Hall, which was 
advertised in the Harbor Light newspaper, a local 
newspaper with general and digital circulation in 
the Township, over two weeks.  

Readmond Township 
Residents

Readmond Township is in the process of 
preparing a 5-Year Parks and Recreation 
Plan and would like to engage Township 
residents and property owners to solicit 

their desires and expectations for recreation 
facilities and services.

A community Open House is scheduled for 
September  22, 2025

6:00 - 7:00 PM
Readmond Township Hall

6034 Wormwood Lane
Harbor Springs, MI

Readmond Township  
Parks and Recreation Survey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
ReadmondPR

Twelve individuals attended the open house. Some 
of the attendees were members of the M-119 
Tunnel of Trees Scenic Heritage Route Committee.  
This committee is composed of representatives 
from West Traverse Township, Friendship Township, 
Readmond Township, Cross Village Township, and 
the Emmet County Lakeshore Association. Much 
of the discussion centered on M-119 and the 
need for designated and signed restroom facilities.  
Throughout the year, but especially in the Fall, 
M-119 accommodates many visitors who travel the 
route between Harbor Springs and Cross Village 
to see the fall colors and take in the outstanding 
views of Lake Michigan. The Readmond Township 
Planning Commission has been discussing the 
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need for a defined rest stop along the route to 
accommodate visitors. However, some open house 
attendees expressed alternative views on such 
a project, suggesting that private venues, such 
as Pond Hill Farm, could be suitable for this use. 
Citizens attending the Community Open House 
also presented to the Planning Commission a 
petition signed by 123 residents requesting that 
the Readmond Township Park (Preserve & Reserve) 
retain in its existing state with no other facilities 
added to the park. 

Public Forum (10-27-2025)
At the October 27, 2025 Special Joint Meeting of 
the Township Board and Planning Commission, 
residents attended to continue the discussion 
regarding the need to resolve parking and access 
issues at the intersection of M-119 and Robinson 
Road. This area is considered Readmond Township’s 
business district and it is comprised of the Good 
Hart Store and several other small buildings that 
house art galleries, gift items, and merchandise. 
Attendees agreed that an off-street parking area 
with restrooms, picnic area, and wayfinding signs 
introducing area parks and nature preserves would 
be beneficial compared to present conditions.

The M-119 / Robinson Road intersection serves as 
the hub for the small, unique rural business district 
and gateway to Township Parks, historic sites, and 
several Little Traverse Conservancy properites.  

Good Hart Store on M-119 near Robinson Road Intersection.

Primitive Images adjacent to Good Hart Store.

A Studio adjacent to Good Hart Store.
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Public Forum (11-24-2025)
On November 24, 2025, the Readmond Township 
Planning Commission convened its regular 
monthly meeting to discuss the draft of the Parks 
& Recreation Plan.  Fourteen (14) residents, most 
of whom live around the Good Hart area, were 
in attendance to voice their opinions on potential 
park improvements along M-119.  Their concerns 
were focused on improvements proposed for 
Readmond Township Park.  Specifically, adjacent 
property owners opposed any further development 
of the park, especially its use as an expanded 
parking lot and the installation of rest facilities. 
Residents felt that such a development on the 40-
acre site would encourage more traffic in the Good 
Hart area. There were also discussions about the 
purchase of a parcel on the east side of M-119 near 
the Good Hart area for a rest area and park that 
would accommodate visitors/tourists, and users of 
the various reserves and preserves.  Members of the 
Planning Commission discussed the long-standing 
pedestrian and traffic issues in this area, high 
speeds, lack of defined parking, and unavailability 
of rest facilities.  The Planning Commission also 
informed the audience that the draft plan would be 
available for review and comment for 30 days and 
encouraged residents to leave comments on the 
project website.

Public Hearing (01-xx-2026)
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Visitorship and Characteristics
During the period from September 1, 2025, 
to October 20, 2025, data was collected via 
a “geofence,” a virtual geographic boundary 
defined by GPS or RFID technology along M-119 
between Robinson Road and Lamkin Road. The 
purpose of this analysis is to provide insights into 
the magnitude of visitorship to this location and 
the characteristics of visits. This analysis uses 
anonymous data to protect the privacy of visitors 
and residents. It uses statistical extrapolation 
to establish a sound baseline of where the area 
stands today, compare how it stood in the past, 
and provide a monitoring tool to measure future 
successes and opportunities. Note that these 
extrapolated numbers are based on different 
patterns and methodologies than those of road 
counters, gate counters, staff observation, or 
assumptions based on historical studies, so counts 
may differ from those calculated from other 
modalities. Typically, this report has an accuracy 
of +/- 3-5 percent, depending on the number of 
people visiting the study area. 

The full analysis is included in the Appendix; 
however, a summary of key data points is outlined 
below.

	» Weekly visits within the study zone between 
09-01-2025 and 10-18-2025 varied between 
10,000 to 15,000.  

	» After this time, weekly visits dropped to 3,000. 

	» Hourly visits are the greatest between 11 AM 
and 3 PM. 

	» 61% of visits last less than 30 minutes; 
however, 10% last over 150 minutes.

Table 6: Visits to Good Hart Location  

	» Over 40% of visitors come from 101 to 250 
miles away.

	» Over 11% of visitors come from 250+ miles.

	» 58% of visits are one-time visits, and 42% are 
repeat visits. 

The analysis confirms the popularity associated 
with the Tunnel of Trees and the unique Good 
Hart business and arts/crafts district.  Its success 
is a result of its location and natural setting, 
statewide and national exposure through the Pure 
Michigan campaign, and promotional materials at 
regional visitor centers throughout the State. As 
such, there is shared responsibility among public 
agencies to enhance the visitor experience and 
provide accessible, safe infrastructure. Leveraging 
the popularity of the Tunnel of Trees and the Good 
Hart district, along with the availability of parkland, 
preserves, and reserves, would create a wonderful 
experience for in-state and out-of-state visitors. 
These facilities would include adequate off-street 
parking, restroom facilities, visitor information, 
interpretive signs, picnic area, and access trails and 
compliant pedestrian crossings. 

Total Visits During 
Study Period 86,500

Unique Individual 
Visits 50,100

Average Visits Per 
Individual 1.73
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The Value of a Recreation System
Although Readmond Township is a rural township 
with a population of 560 year-round residents, 
it has some of the most diverse landscapes and 
viewsheds within Emmet County. The location of its 
current parks, along with Little Traverse Conservancy 
properties and the scenic M-119 highway, provides 
the components for a broader recreation system. 
A recreation system refers to a set of facilities, 
programs, and services designed to support leisure, 
fitness, and community engagement activities. 
These can include a combination of natural, cultural, 
historic, and manmade facilities.

In Readmond Township, this aggregation of 
opportunities is loosely located around the greater 
M-119 and Robinson Road area, involving the 

M-119 scenic highway, Good Hart store, Middle 
Village Park, Readmond Township Park, and Little 
Traverse Conservancy properties, including the 
Katherine G. Phela & Orth Family Nature Preserve, 
Goodhart Farms Nature Preserve, Woody’s Woods 
Working Forest Reserve and Elmer Johnson Nature 
Preserve. Combined, these properties provide a 
unique opportunity to explore the historical context 
of this area as part of the once larger Anishinaabeg 
(Indigenous People) settlements along Lake 
Michigan, the various natural features, including 
waterfront and woodland ecosystems, the area’s 
farming heritage, and life in rural northwest Emmet 
County. 

Linked together, these properties and opportunities 
create a rich, connected recreation system for 
residents and visitors. 

Map 8: Proposed Readmond Recreation System 
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Proposed Park Improvements

Middle Village Park

Middle Village Park, adjacent to the historic St. 
Ignatius Church and Native American cemetery, 
is jointly overseen by the Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians, Readmond Township, and 
Friendship Township. Proposed improvements 
include reconstruction of stairs to the beach, 
refurbishment to portions of the wood walkway, 
installation of historic display boards that reflect 
on the Native American settlement of Middle 
Village, and installation of an ADA complaint vault 
toilet structure in the parking lot. The vault toilet 
structure is preferable over the seasonal rental 
toilets that are located along the asphalt path to 
the Lake Michigan overlook.

Readmond Township Park

As noted in the inventory, this park extends from 
M-119 west to Lake Michigan. The majority of the 
property is used for hiking and nature trails. At the 
western terminus is a small park with a playground 
and access to a small beach on Lake Michigan. 
Improvements to this property are segmented into 

Example of a Vault Toilet.

two components: the M-119 portion and the Lake 
Michigan Beach Preserve. Proposed improvements 
on the M-119 portion include continued 
maintenance of the small parking lot, access to the 
interior trail network, wayfinding signs, and repair 
and installation of stairs. Other improvements 
would include access to Little Traverse Conservancy 
trails in the Woody’s Woods Working Forest Reserve 
and the Elmer Johnson Nature Preserve, both on 
the east side of M-119.

Improvements to the Readmond Township beach 
portion of the property would include an ADA-
compliant vault toilet, new swings and inclusive 
playground equipment, and improved signage, 
especially to the overflow parking area on the 
east side of Lamkin Road. Inclusive playground 
equipment for children with disabilities includes 
swings with adaptive seats, inclusive spinners, 
and wheelchair-accessible ramps and decks. Other 
options are sensory play panels with music or 
tactile activities, cooperative play structures, and 
accessible climbing frames. These designs aim to 
ensure that children with varying abilities can play 
side by side in an inclusive environment.
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Township Hall Park

This would be a new park located at Township 
Hall on Wormwood Lane immediately west of 
the township hall building. Improvements would 
include a walkway, small shelter, pickleball 
and basketball courts, an inclusive playground 
equipment with a universal design surface, and 
hiking trails into a portion of the woods.

Park and Recreation Acquisition

Land Acquisition

As opportunities arise, the Township, with possible 
involvement from other stakeholders, should be 
positioned to acquire property for their park’s 
portfolio within the Recreation System area. This 
may include natural and sensitive lands, cultural 
and/or historically significant properties, or land for 
additional active or passive recreation facilities.

Example of Inclusive Playground Equipment.

Example of an Historic Interpretative Panel.
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M-119 Entrance to the 41-acre Readmond Township Beach Preserve.
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Goals, Objectives, & Action Plan
Chapter 6

The objectives identified in this plan help guide recreation-related decision-making. Consideration of the 
recreation policies should lead the community toward the attainment of its goals. The following goals and 
objectives should service as a guideline toward future recreation strategies.

Goal 1: Provide a variety of recreation opportunities to the residents and visitors of 
Readmond Township.

	» Projects should be easily accessible to residents and users.

	» All parks and facilities will be compatible with the principles of universal design.

	» Whenever or wherever possible, facilities should be for multiple and/or year-round use.

	» The Township should make maximum use of state and federal assistance programs to acquire and 
develop recreation areas and facilities.

Goal 2: Make optimal use of recreational opportunities offered by the area’s historic, 
cultural, and natural features.

	» Facilities should be designed to complement the surrounding historic, cultural, and natural quality 
of the area.

	» Celebrate the historic and cultural context of the Anishinaabeg and their role in the evolution of the 
Township.

	» Whenever possible, the Township, Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, and the Little 
Traverse Conservancy should coordinate the development of recreational facilities.

	» When feasible, existing facilities should be upgraded.

	» Proper maintenance should be ensured for all facilities.

	» Leverage the destination draw of the M-119 “Tunnel of Trees.”

	» Prioritize projects that reinforce the concept of the Readmond Township “Recreation System.”

Goal 3: Raise awareness of available and future recreation areas, facilities, and 
programs to residents and visitors.

	» Establish a brand that reinforces the historic and natural assets of the Township.

	» Utilizing the brand, design and implement a cohesive wayfinding signage system for each park and 
the broader recreation system.

	» Explore with residents the possibility of a dedicated recreation millage to maintain and develop park 
facilities, or include more parks funding within the Township budget.

	» In conjunction with Little Traverse Conservancy, publish a brochure that highlights location and 
access to historic sites, parks, preserves, and trail networks.

	» Continue the working relationship with BlissFest.
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Action Plan
Readmond Township benefits from active residents that are committed to providing recreational facilities 
and programs for all age groups and people of all abilities. The result is the development of an ambitious 
project list. Most of the programs will be accomplished with a variety of funding sources. Larger projects 
will require more funding assistance from non-Township sources. A primary focus of the Action Plan is to 
leverage investments made by other entities, such as the Little Traverse Conservancy, as part of a broader 
recreation system. The long-range intent to use these linkages, connections, and relationships between 
properties and entities to develop a unique recreation experience for year-round and seasonal residents, as 
well as visitors.

The Action Plan outlines the key priorities and projects for the Township. The cost estimates are based on 
similar facilities and costs, however, based on timing, these estimates of probable project costs will likely 
vary due to material and labor inflation, variations in project scope, and detailed construction plans.

Year Facility Project Cost 
Estimate

Funding 
Source(s)

2026

Unnamed
Land acquisition in the Good Hart Business 

District
TBD

Donation 
MDNR Trust Fund 
Township Funds

No Facility
Prepare a concise historical narrative that 
encompasses the Recreation System area

$0
Township  

LTBBOI (Tribal) 
LTC

No Facility Recreation System Brochure $10,000
Donations 

Township Funds 
LTC 

2027
New M-119 

Park

Utilize the land acquired in 2026 to create 
a facility that enhances and complements 
not only the Good Hart Business District 
but also the Recreation System. It will 

include significant parking, vault toilets, 
picnic area, wayfinding and historic 
interpretation sign system, and trails 

integrating with the Readmond Township 
Park and Woody’s Woods. 

$675,000

MDNR Trust Fund 
MDOT TAP 

MEDC  
Township Funds 

Tribal

2028-2030

Middle Village 
Park

Installation of a vault toilet and 
replacement of wood boardwalk and 

stairs, and install historic interpretive signs.
$145,000

MDNR Trust Fund 
Readmond and 

Friendship Township 
Funds 

Tribal Funds

Readmond 
Township Park 

(Beach)

Replacement of playground equipment at 
beach and installation of a vault toilet $195,000

MDNR  
Recreation Passport 

Grant and 
Readmond 
Township

Readmond 
Township Park 

(M-119)

Repair and installation of trail stairs and 
new trail wayfinding signs $65,000

2031 - 2035

Readmond 
Township Hall

Installation of an inclusive playground, 
shelter, Pickleball courts, and hiking trails.

$375,000

MDNR Trust Fund 
MDNR Passport 

Grant 
Township Funds 

Donations

Table 7: Action Plan
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Action Plan Justifications

1. Maintain and Upgrade Existing Facilities

The Township has two parks, Middle Village Park and Readmond Township Park (Preserve), both of which 
provide access to Lake Michigan. Middle Village Park, in addition to providing access to Lake Michigan, is 
also part of the historic setting of the St. Ignatius Church and cemetery. Readmond Township Park offers 
access to the lake and 30-plus acres of woodlands laced with internal trails. Community input recommends 
that the facilities in both parks remain, while allowing for the replacement of obsolete or damaged 
facilities. The Action Plan supports this recommendation.

2.  Leverage Existing Resources

As noted in the narrative, the inclusion of Little Traverse Conservancy holdings alongside Township parks 
supports the establishment of a recreation system along the M-119 corridor. Collectively, these properties 
include miles of walking and hiking trails that explore the woodlands, farm fields, and prairie environments 
in this part of Emmet County. Without significant expenditure, this system can be interpreted and 
leveraged through a unified branding and wayfinding system.

3. Creating a Sense of Place

Good Hart is a small unincorporated community in Emmet County, located along the scenic M-119 “Tunnel 
of Trees” route near Lake Michigan. During the Summer and especially the Fall, this unincorporated 
community blossoms with vehicular and pedestrian traffic. With this activity comes traffic, parking issues, 
a lack of a rest area, and no facilities to stop and enjoy the immediate area. As noted in the narrative 
regarding geo-fencing, this locale experiences a significant increase in activity due to its popularity as a 
tourist destination venue. There is an opportunity to utilize this location as a commerce and recreational 
hub for the Township and the emerging recreation system. Area residents support this idea to address 
persistent congestion issues associated with the popularity of the “Tunnel of Trees.” Creating a sense of 
place will involve collaboration among the Township, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), 
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), the Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
(MEDC), and the Little Bay Bands of Odawa Indians. The opportunity to create a great place will include 
a physical design plan that addresses traffic and pedestrian circulation, off-street parking, and facility 
development.  
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Appendix
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A. Resolution of Adoption
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B. Meeting Minutes
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C. Public Review Notice - Newspaper
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D. Public Review Notice - Township Website
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E. Public Review Notice for Public Hearing
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F. Public Open House Notice - Newspaper

F. Public Open House Notice - Newspaper
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G. Affidavit of Publication
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H. Post Completion Forms
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H. Post Completion Forms
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H. Post Completion Forms
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H. Post Completion Forms
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H. Post Completion Forms
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H. Post Completion Forms
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I. Letters of Transmittal
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I. Letters of Transmittal
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I. Letters of Transmittal
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J. MDNR Plan Checklist
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K. Readmond Township Park Deed
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K. Readmond Township Park Deed



Appendix  |  67

K. Readmond Township Park Deed
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K. Readmond Township Park Deed
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K. Readmond Township Park Deed
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K. Readmond Township Park Deed
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TUNNEL OF TREES 

GOOD HART, MICHIGAN 

2025 VISITOR 360  
FOUNDATIONAL REPORT 

Compiled November 2025 
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THANK YOU! 

The authors of this report are grateful for the support  

of Carlisle/Wortman Associates, Inc. 
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  Distribution of visitors by psychographic/audience segments 
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  FAQ 26  

The purpose of this report is to give decision makers reliable,  

consistent metrics that support strategic decisions 

APPENDIX A 
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  Prior and subsequent destinations 

  Visits by time, length and frequency  
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Tunnel of Trees in Good Hart, Michigan, is a dynamic place.  The purpose of this report is to provide 
insights that help community leadership tell the right story about who visits the area, their character-
istics, where they come from, and where they are going.   

This report uses anonymous data to protect the privacy of visitors and residents. It uses statistical ex-
trapolation to ensure a sound baseline about where the area stands today, comparisons to how it 
stood in the past, and a monitoring tool to help measure future successes and opportunities. Note that 
these extrapolated numbers are based on different patterns and methodologies than road counters, 
gate counters, staff observation, or assumptions based on historical studies, so counts may vary from 
those calculated from other modalities.  Typically, this report has an accuracy of +/- 3-5 percent, de-
pending on the number of people visiting the area of study. 

This report can be a powerful tool to share with existing community partners, existing businesses, and 
businesses considering the community as a place to do work in the future. It will strengthen local plan-
ning, enhance marketing efforts for new and existing businesses, and be a valuable tool to see today’s 
patterns of who you attract, It is a working document to help drive action. Jot notes in the margin. 
Brainstorm ways to influence your key metrics in the future. 

Please let us know where we can make this report more clear. Special point of interest reports are 
available if you wish to drill into a specific location or time period. Examples include airports, parks, 
trails, boat launches, event centers, and more.  Also, let us know if you wish to explore our other non-
profit programs for benchmarking, engagement, or research; we are here for you. For more infor-
mation on how Cobalt can help you adapt and thrive, visit the Cobalt website or reach out to us by 
email. 

Cobalt Community Research is a national 501c3 nonprofit, non-partisan coalition that helps local gov-
ernments, schools and membership organizations affordably understand and engage communities 
through high-quality metrics, surveys, geofencing, dynamic population segmentation, focus groups 
and work groups. Cobalt combines big data with local insights to help organizations thrive as changes 
emerge in the economic, demographic and social landscape. Explore how we can help by calling 
877.888.0209, or by emailing Information@CobaltCommunityResearch.org. 
 

This research service is to gather metrics for your organization, but the data are owned by the respective data aggregators. All 

research is subject to imprecision based on scope, imprecision of extrapolation, imprecision of source data, differences in collec-

tion periods, sampling error, response error, etc. All research is designed to reduce uncertainty, but it can never eliminate it. 

Organizations should exercise due diligence before taking action based on this research information alone. 

INTRODUCTION 
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Measuring Progress.  How have the visitor volumes and 
characteristics changed as changes occur in the area being 
studied?  For example, what has been the impact of out-
reach efforts, new businesses, new events, new streetscap-
ing, global pandemics? 

Marketing.  Sharing this information helps local businesses 
and other organizations better shape their outreach efforts 
and offerings to the people visiting the area of study. This 
helps the community effectively target its outreach to at-
tract more visitors. 

Economic Impact.  How many people visit an area and how 
far they traveled are key variables to calculate direct, indi-
rect, and induced impacts in dollars, taxes, and jobs.  Are 
community investments of time and resources the best use 
of resources compared with other alternatives? 

Benchmarking: Identify the draw of other communities, 
venues, or festivals that are similar or aspirational. Which 
demographics and psychographics are attracted by an 
event such as a BBQ cookoff?  How many people visit spe-
cific shopping areas?  

Due Diligence: Do events asking for resources actually de-
liver the number of visitors they say? Are destination busi-
nesses requesting special treatment actually meaningful 
destinations? Do amenities such as small airports, plazas, 
and parks result in people visiting more locations on a trip? 

Economic Development: Provide accurate and current da-
ta on visitor volume and characteristics that are important 
to prospective businesses.  Demonstrate the number of 
current and potential visitors by standardized marketing 
category or by demographic group. Provide information on 
the entire trade area. 

How Communities Use This Information 
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PART 1: 
 

VISITORS 
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Date Range for estimates: September 1 – October 20, 2025 

This report includes visitors in the point of interest. Visitors must have remained in the point of interest for at least 1 

minute to be counted. People are counted only once per day if they leave and return.  

 
 

   Total visits in study period:  86.5K     Unique individuals visiting: 50.1K   Average visits per individual:  1.73 



Appendix  |  79

L. Cobalt 360 Report

 

 TUNNEL OF TREES, GOOD HART, MI  |  Page 8 

Visitor Journey 

The pin maps below offer insight into which areas within the study area see the greatest concentration of visits (indicated 
by the clusters of blue dots. Numbers in Red circles indicates how many blue dots are in that location). 

Good Hart Area: 

Overall Area: 
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Visitor Journey 

Overall Area: 

The heat map below shows the areas with the highest visitation in yellow. 

 Good Hart Area: 
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Visitor Journey 
The heat map below shows the areas with the highest visitation in yellow. 

North and Center Area 



82  |  Readmond Township Parks & Recreation Plan

L. Cobalt 360 Report

 

  2025 Visitor360 Foundational Report  |  Page 11 

Visitor Journey 
The heat map below shows the areas with the highest visitation in yellow. 

South area 
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Visitor Journey 

The table below lists the top 25 locations most frequently visited before or after a visit to the point of interest. Percentages 
represent the share of total visitors (including residents and workers) who traveled to or from each location.  
 
Note: Business names may have changed since the data was collected and may not reflect current listings in public 
databases. Smaller properties located near high-traffic areas may appear to have higher visit shares due to proximity 
effects. Additionally, if a visitor remained within the study area for more than two hours, locations inside the study area are 
also included in this list.  
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The maps below show which routes people used to reach the point of interest.  

Routes 
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The map below shows which routes people used to reach the point of interest.  

Routes Cont. 
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The maps below show distance people traveled from home location.  

Distance 
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The maps below show distance people traveled from home location.  

Distance Cont. 
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The map below shows the geographic area from which the study area receives the majority of visits. 
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The table below shows the top 25 ZIP Codes that are home to these individuals. 

 

How far people traveled to reach the study area during the study period. 
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This graph shows visits by hour.  Hourly visits are not unique since visits may overlap between hours or last several hours. 

How long visits lasted  
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How frequently people returned to the study area during the study period. 

The chart below reflects how many people visited only one time, compared to how many returned to the POI more than 

once during the study period. 

Daily Visits:   Includes people who may visit more than one day per week 
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PART 2: 
 

POPULATION SEGMENTS  
IN THE  

TRADE AREA 
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POTENTIAL MARKET DEMOGRAPHIC AND COMPARISON SEGMENTATION 
The following pages show the characteristics of those people who have visited your point of interest and those who share 

the same characteristics —potential future visitors in the market trade area. Population totals reflect the total potential 
market, which is a larger number than the actual visitors to your point of interest. 

Each table is organized into 5 columns: 
Columns 1 and 3 identify the type of information mirroring your visitors and your comparison area (usually county). 

Columns 2 and 4 show the corresponding value or percentage for that category. 
Column 5 shows the differences between the two. 
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PSYCHOGRAPHIC SEGMENTATION 
The following data show the  characteristics of those people who have visited your point of interest, your audience.   

The ArcGIS Tapestry dataset groups residents into segments based on shared demographic, socioeconomic, and lifestyle 
characteristics, offering insight into the unique composition of each segment. For a broader view of consumer markets, seg-

ments are summarized into LifeMode groups based on key shared demographic characteristics, with an emphasis on age, 
income, household type, and population density. LifeMode groups, which are designated by the first letter in the code in 

parentheses, are further categorized into segments, providing greater insights on tighter cohorts of individuals.  

For details about each  

segment, visit  

www.cobalt360.org/tapestry 


	Community Profile
	Administrative Structure
	Recreation Inventory
	Natural Features
	Planning Process
	Goals, Objectives, & Action Plan
	Appendix
	Map 1: Regional Location
	Map 2: Public Park, Conservancy, & Tribal Properties
	Map 3: Topography
	Map 4: Steep Slopes
	Map 5: Airsheds
	Map 6: Wetlands
	Map 7: Viewsheds
	Map 8: Proposed Readmond Recreation System 
	Table 1: Population 1980 – 2020
	Table 2: Median Age
	Table 3: Reported Disability, 2023
	Table 4: MDNR Grant History
	Table 5: Endangered Species in Emmet County
	Table 6: Visits to Good Hart Location  
	Table 7: Action Plan
	Figure 1: Readmond Township Age Distribution, 2015 and 2020
	Figure 2: Median Household Income, 2018 & 2023
	Figure 3: Administrative Structure

